CHAPTEB VIII

THOUGHT  AND  LIFE

THE mission of Pragmatism is to bring Philosophy
into relation to real Life and Action. So far from
regarding Thought as a self-centred, self-enclosed
activity. Pragmatism insists upon replacing it in its
context among the other functions of life, and in
measuring its value by its effect upon them. So far,
again, from regarding the abstract intellect as a
vast Juggernaut machine which absorbs and crushes
the individual thinker, it treats him individually
as having his own constitution, raison d'etre, and
intrinsic interest, and credits him with a power to
make new truths and to enrich the resources of
thought. Each thinker has before him an individual
situation, a system of aims and values, a stock of
knowledge and of means from which he must select
what is relevant to his ends, and so cannot escape in
any judgment from the responsibilities of a personal
decision.